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Guinea 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

An estimated 48.8 percent of children ages 7 to 14 were counted as working in Guinea in 1994.  
Approximately 47.6 percent of all boys 7 to 14 were working compared to 50.2 percent of girls in the same 
age group.

2122
  The majority of working children are found in the informal sectors, carrying out activities 

such as subsistence farming, small-scale commerce, and fishing.
2123

  Children also work in gold and 
diamond mines, granite and sand quarries, and as apprentices to mechanics, electricians, and plumbers.

2124
  

Guinean children engaged in the worst forms of labor were found hauling granite and sand for little or no 
money in artisanal mining.  Girls engaged in prostitution as early as age 14.

2125
  

 
Guinea is a source, transit and destination country for trafficking in persons.  Guinean girls are trafficked 
for sexual exploitation to Cote d’Ivoire, Benin, Senegal, Nigeria, South Africa, Spain and Greece and 
internally as domestic servants.

2126
  Guinean boys are trafficked internally for street vending, shoe shining, 

and for forced labor in agriculture and diamond mining.  Children are also trafficked from Mali, Guinea-
Bissau, Sierra Leone and Senegal for forced labor in Guinea.

2127
   

 
Years of conflict in neighboring Liberia, Sierra Leone and Cote d’Ivoire have resulted in large-scale 
displacement of civilians, particularly in the forest region.  The children in Guinea’s forest region are 
reportedly subject to economic exploitation and sexual abuse.  In N’Zerekore and Kissidougou, UNICEF 
identified some 200 unaccompanied minors from Sierra Leone and Liberia who were being exploited in 
diamond mines, plantations, and in homes.

2128
   

 
Public education is free

2129
 and compulsory for 6 years, between the ages of 7 and 13.

2130
  In 2002, the gross 

primary enrollment rate was 81 percent, and the net primary enrollment rate was 65 percent.
2131

  Gross and 
net enrollment ratios are based on the number of students formally registered in primary school and 
therefore do not necessarily reflect actual school attendance.  Enrollment remains substantially lower 
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among girls than boys.  In 1994, 34.8 percent of children ages 7 to 14 years were attending school.
2132

  
Children, particularly girls, may not attend school in order to assist their parents with domestic work or 
agriculture.

2133
  In general, enrollment rates are substantially lower in rural areas.

2134
  There is a shortage of 

teachers, school supplies and equipment, and school facilities in Guinea.
2135

   
 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The Labor Code sets the minimum age for employment at 16 years, although children under the age of 16 
may work with the consent of authorities.

2136
  The Labor Code permits apprentices to work at 14 years of 

age.  Workers less than 18 years of age are not permitted to work at night or work more than 10 
consecutive hours per day.  The penalty for an infraction of the law is a fine of 30,000 to 600,000 GNF 
(USD 5 to 105).

2137
  The Labor Code also prohibits forced or bonded labor and hazardous work by children 

under 18 years.  Section 187 of the Labor Code prohibits hazardous work, defined as any work likely to 
endanger the health, safety, or morals of children.  The Ministry of Labor determines which jobs are 
considered hazardous. Violations of these laws are punishable by fines ranging from 80,000 to 1,600,000 
GNF (USD 14 to 281) and 8 days to 2 months in prison.

2138
  Guinea’s Penal Code prohibits trafficking of 

persons, the exploitation of vulnerable persons for unpaid or underpaid labor, and procurement or 
solicitation for the purposes of prostitution.  The fine for violations of the procurement or solicitation law 
ranges from 100,000 to 1,000,000 GNF (USD 17 to 175) and imprisonment for 2 to 5 years when the crime 
involves a minor less than 18 years old.

2139
  The penalty for trafficking is 5 to 10 years of imprisonment and 

the confiscation of money or property received through trafficking activities.
2140

 The official age for 
voluntary recruitment or conscription into the armed forces is 18 years,

2141
 and the regulation is reported to 

be strictly enforced within the government army.
2142

 
 
The worst forms of child labor may be prosecuted under different statutes in Guinea.  In 2002, the Labor 
Inspectorate within the Ministry of Labor had only one inspector and several assistants in each district to 
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enforce relevant legislation.
2143

  While the government spoke out against child labor, it lacked the financial 
and legislative resources to combat it.

2144
 

 

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor 

The Government of Guinea is participating in a regional ILO-
IPEC program funded by the United States Department of 
Labor (USDOL) and the Cocoa Global Issues Group that 
seeks to withdraw children from hazardous work in the 
cocoa sector, provide income generation and economic 
alternatives, and promote education.

2145
  The government also 

takes part in a USD 4 million USDOL-funded education 
initiative to provide non-formal education to children 
engaged in exploitative child labor.

2146
  The USAID-supported 

Sustainable Tree Crops Program is working in Guinea to address child labor in the cocoa sector, and is 
coordinating its activities with the USDOL-funded ILO-IPEC program.

2147
   

   
The Ministry of Education has overall responsibility for the implementation of a USD 70 million World 
Bank Education for All Project that aims to promote universal primary schooling, build schools, and 
improve the quality of education.  The program focuses on girls, street children, and rural areas.

2148
  The 

Government of Guinea is receiving funding from the World Bank and other donors under the Education 
for All Fast Track Initiative, which aims to provide all children with a primary school education by the 
year 2015.

2149
   

USAID is assisting the Ministry of Education and promoting access to quality basic education by focusing 
on teacher training and community participation in education and girls’ schooling.

2150
  UNICEF is 

implementing an advocacy program to increase girls’ enrollment.
2151

  In addition, the World Food Program 
is implementing a school feeding program that offers meals to children as an incentive for school 
attendance with special emphasis on girls.

2152
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Selected Child Labor Measures Adopted by 
Governments 

Ratified Convention 138       6/6/2003  

Ratified Convention 182       6/6/2003  

ILO-IPEC Member     

National Plan for Children  

National Child Labor Action Plan  

Sector Action Plan   




